THE KINGS FRIENDS
on his political honesty. Like so many other people in January
1770 he thought that the Ministry was on its last legs. Can it
be that he hoped to escape from the consequences of defeat and
thereby ensure future employment? His studied allusion to the
King's domination of the Cabinet had the effect which it was
doubtless meant to have—to give substance to the persistent
rumour that a despotism was being aimed at. If that rumour
was true how came it about that Camden found it possible to
remain so long in office ? To turn ' King's Evidence ' in politics
might restore him to the bosom of his friends, but it can hardly
enhance his reputation with posterity, or substantiate the claim
that he was a disinterested politician with the welfare of his*
country at heart.
The attack in the Lords shook the Government badly. The
first problem was to find a successor to the dismissed Chancellor.
It was not an easy one to solve. The Opposition in the Lords,
through the mouth of Shelburne, challenged any man of honour
to accept the Great Seal under such humiliating conditions.
Grafton had in his mind a very suitable candidate for the Wool-
sack—Charles Yorke, the Attorney-General and the son of the
late Lord Chancellor Hardwicke. Grafton's offer of the Great
Seal put Yorke in a quandary: the honour of the Woolsack
attracted him, but he knew that acceptance would inevitably lose
him many friendships—particularly among Rockingham's party,
and with great reluctance, therefore, he declined Grafton's offer.
The King thereupon took a hand in the business: in a personal
talk he overcame Yorke's scruples, and on January i8th, 1770,
the new Lord Chancellor was duly sworn at a meeting of the
Privy Council. Two days later the political world was staggered
by the news that Charles Yorke was dead—as it was everywhere
whispered—by his own hand.
Yorke's death was a terrible blow for the King and Grafton:
it was a circumstance of which their enemies made the fullest
and basest use. Charles Yorke had died rather than dishonour
his name by accepting the Great Seal: the King and Grafton
had contributed to that death. Such were the innuendoes made
in Opposition circles. Poor Grafton was completely over-
whelmed. Already he had been compelled to accept the resigna-
tion of Granby from the office of Master-General of the Ordnance:
he had witnessed significant withdrawals from the Royal House-
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